
Highway Code Revision Consultation

Looks pretty good – I suggest we welcome the changes. 
H3 is a biggie for anyone who has been left-hooked. 
I have a few niggles in green italics. 

Everyone suffers when road collisions occur, whether they are physically injured or not. 
But those in charge of vehicles that can cause the greatest harm in the event of a collision 
bear the greatest responsibility to take care and reduce the danger they pose to others. 
This principle applies most strongly to drivers of large goods and passenger vehicles, 
followed by vans/minibuses, cars/taxis and motorcycles.
Cyclists, horse riders and horse drawn vehicles likewise have a responsibility to reduce 
danger to pedestrians. 

At a junction you should give way to pedestrians crossing or waiting to cross a road into 
which or from which you are turning.
You MUST give way to pedestrians on a zebra crossing, and pedestrians and cyclists on a 
parallel crossing. 
You should give way to pedestrians waiting to cross a zebra crossing, and pedestrians and
cyclists waiting to cross a parallel crossing 

Cyclists should give way to pedestrians on shared use cycle tracks 
(not really clear what Give Way means when not crossing paths ? Perhaps everyone  
should keep to the left of the path unless overtaking . This would avoid conflict)

Rule H3 
Rule for drivers and motorcyclists You should not cut across cyclists going ahead when 
turning into or out of a junction or changing direction or lane, just as you would not turn 
across the path of another motor vehicle. This applies whether cyclists are using a cycle 
lane, a cycle track, or riding ahead on the road and you should give way to them 
Do not turn at a junction if to do so would cause the cyclist going straight ahead to stop or 
swerve, just as you would do with a motor vehicle. You should stop and wait for a safe gap
in the flow of cyclists if necessary. This includes when cyclists are:•approaching, passing 
or moving off from a junction•moving past or waiting alongside stationary or slow-moving 
traffic. travelling around a roundabout. 

Some routes shared with cyclists will not be separated by such a feature allowing cyclists 
and pedestrians to share the same space. Cyclists should respect your safety (see Rule 
62) but you should also take care not to obstruct or endanger them unnecessarily. 

Rule 59 
Clothing. You should avoid clothes which may get tangled in the chain, or in a wheel or 
may obscure your lights when you are cycling.
Light-coloured or fluorescent clothing can help other road users to see you in daylight and 
poor light, while reflective clothing and/or accessories (belt, arm or ankle bands) can 
increase your visibility in the dark.



You should wear a cycle helmet which conforms to current regulations, and is the correct 
size and securely fastened. Evidence suggests that it will reduce your risk of sustaining a 
head injury in certain circumstances.

(would prefer to remove the  should and simply have: Evidence suggests that wearing a 
helmet which conforms to current regulations, and is the correct size and securely 
fastened may reduce your risk of sustaining a head injury in certain circumstances.)

Do not pass pedestrians, horse riders or horse drawn vehicles closely or at high speed, 
particularly from behind. Remember that horses can be startled if passed without warning. 
Always be prepared to slow down and stop when necessary. 

Rule 66 
Ride in single file when drivers wish to overtake and it is safe to let them do so.  When 
riding in larger groups on narrow lanes, it is sometimes safer to ride two abreast

(This seems redundant here as explained better in rule 72 below)

Take care when passing parked vehicles, leaving enough room (a door’s width or 0.5m) to 
avoid being hit if a door opens unexpectedly, and watch out for pedestrians stepping into 
your path  

proceed with caution when passing to the left of large vehicles as the driver may not be 
able to see you.

New Rule 72
Road positioning. When riding on the roads, there are two basic road positions you should 
adopt, depending on the situation.

1. Ride in the centre of your lane, to make yourself as clearly visible as possible, in the
following situations:
•on quiet roads or streets – if a faster vehicle comes up behind you, move to the left
to enable them to overtake, if you can do so safely
•in slower-moving traffic move over to the left if you can do so safely so that faster 
vehicles behind you can overtake when the traffic around you starts to flow more 
freely 
(Surely new sentence at Move …
(Ride in the centre of your lane, to make yourself as clearly visible as possible) in 
slower moving traffic. 

Move over to the left if you can do so safely so that faster vehicles behind you can 
overtake when the traffic around you starts to flow more freely 
)
•at the approach to junctions or road narrowings where it would be unsafe for 
drivers to overtake you

2. When riding on busy roads, with vehicles moving faster than you, allow them to 
overtake where it is safe to do so whilst keeping at l east 0.5m away from the kerb 
edge. Remember that traffic on most dual carriageways moves quickly. Take 
extra care crossing slip roads

3.
New Rule 73
Junctions. Some junctions, particularly those with traffic lights, have special cycle facilities,
including small cycle traffic lights at eye-level height, which may allow you to move or 
cross separately from or ahead of other traffic. Use these facilities where they make your 



journey safer and easier.
At junctions with no separate cyclist facilities, it is recommended that you proceed as if you
were driving a motor vehicle (see Rules 170 to 190). Position yourself in the centre of your 
chosen lane, where you feel able to do this safely, to make yourself as visible as possible 
and to avoid being overtaken where this would be dangerous. If you do not feel safe to 
proceed in this way, you may prefer to  dismount and wheel your bike across the junction.
New Rule 75Two Stage Turns. At some signal-controlled junctions there may be signs and 
markings informing cyclists to turn right in two stages:Stage 1: When the traffic lights turn 
green, cyclists wishing to make the turn should go straight ahead to the location marked by
a cycle symbol and turn arrow on the carriageway; then stop and wait there Stage 2: When
the traffic lights now facing them on the far side of the junction turn green they should then 
complete the manoeuvre 

New Rule 76
Going straight ahead. If you are going straight ahead at a junction, you have priority over 
traffic waiting to turn into or out of the side road, unless road signs or markings indicate 
otherwise (see Rule H3). 

Rule140
You should give way to any cyclists in a cycle lane, including when they are approaching 
from behind you –do not cut across them when turning or when changing lane (see Rule 
H3). Be prepared to stop and wait for a safe gap in the flow of cyclists before crossing the 
cycle lane.
Cycle tracks are routes for cyclists that are physically protected or located away from 
motor traffic, other than where they cross side roads. Cycle tracks may be shared with 
pedestrians.
You should give way to cyclists approaching or using the cycle track when turning into or 
out of a junction (see Rule H3). Be prepared to stop and wait for a safe gap in the flow of 
cyclists before crossing the cycle track, which may be used by cyclists travelling in both 
directions. 
Bear in mind that cyclists are not obliged to use cycle lanes or cycle tracks .

163
Cyclists may pass slower moving or stationary traffic on their right or left, including at the 
approach to junctions, but are advised to exercise caution when doing so.

Give motorcyclists, cyclists, horseriders and horse drawn vehicles at least as much room 
as you would when overtaking a car(see Rules 211 to 215). 
As a guide:─leave a minimum distance of 1.5 metres at speeds under 30 mph─leave a 
minimum distance of 2.0 metres at speeds over 30 mph─for a large vehicle, leave a 
minimum distance of 2.0 metres in all conditions─pass horse riders and horse-drawn 
vehicles at speeds under 15 mph and allow at least 2.0 metres space─allow at least 2.0 
metres space where a pedestrian is walking in the road (e.g. where there is no pavement) 
and you should pass them at low speed ─you should wait behind the motorcyclist, cyclist, 
horse rider, horse drawn vehicle or pedestrian and not overtake if it is unsafe or not 
possible to meet these clearances

ADD This requirement still applies if the cyclist is in a separate cycle lane. 

43─take extra care and give more space when overtaking motorcyclists, cyclists, horse 
riders, horse drawn vehicles and pedestrians in bad weather (including high winds) and at 
night



170
remain behind cyclists and motorcyclists at junctions even if they are waiting to turn and 
are positioned close to the kerb 

178
If your vehicle has proceeded over the first  white line at the time that the signal goes red, 
you should stop as soon as possible and MUST stop at the second white line. Allow 
cyclists, including any moving or waiting alongside you, enough time and space to move 
off when the green signal shows. Drivers of large vehicles should stop sufficiently far 
behind the first white line so that they can see the whole area where cyclists may be 
waiting, allowing for any blind spot in front of the vehicle.

Rule 183
When turning •keep as close to the left as is safe and practicable•give way to any vehicles 
using a bus lane, cycle lane, cycle track or tramway from either direction,  

186
You should give priority to cyclists on the roundabout. They will be travelling more slowly 
than motorised traffic. Give them plenty of room and do not attempt to overtake them 
within their lane. Allow them to move across your path as they travel around the 
roundabout. Cyclists, horse riders and horse drawn vehicles may stay in the left-hand lane 
when they intend to continue across or around the roundabout. Drivers should take extra 
care when entering a roundabout to ensure that they do not cut across cyclists, horse 
riders or horse drawn vehicles in the left-hand lane, who are continuing around the 
roundabout. 

195
Parallel crossings are similar to zebra crossings, but include a cycle route alongside the 
black and white stripes. As you approach a parallel crossing look out for pedestrians or 
cyclists waiting to cross and slow down or stop •you should give way to pedestrians or 
cyclists waiting to cross •you MUST give way when a pedestrian or cyclist has moved onto
a crossing •allow more time for stopping on wet or icy roads•do not wave or use your horn 
to invite pedestrians or cyclists across; this could be dangerous if another vehicle is 
approaching•be aware of pedestrians or cyclists approaching from the side of the crossing.

Rule 213
On narrow sections of road, at road junctions and in slower-moving traffic, cyclists may 
sometimes ride in the centre of the lane, rather than towards the side of the road. Allow 
them to do so for their own safety, to ensure they can see and be seen. Cyclists are also 
advised to ride at least a door’s width or 0.5m from parked cars for their own safety.

239
you should open the door using your hand on the opposite side to the door you are 
opening, e.g. use your left hand to open a door on your right-hand side. This will make you
turn your head to look over your shoulder. You are then more likely to avoid causing injury 
to cyclists or motorcyclists passing you on the road 


